


reconciliation of work and family responsibilities for both women and men.  This includes 
closing the gap in pay, increasing flexibility in working arrangements, providing better leave 
provisions and increasing the degree to which men take advantage of these provisions. 
 

We must also develop innovative ways to eliminate gender stereotypes about the roles of 
women and men, beginning at an early age in homes, schools and communities, and engaging 
leaders in all walks of life.  
 

Without proper social and rights protection, too many women continue to carry the heaviest 
burden in caring for those affected by HIV and AIDS.  This is unjust and a serious form of 
discrimination, even a form of violence against them.  Through his campaign, “UNite to End all 
Forms of Violence against Women and Girls”, the Secretary-General is resolved to put an end to 
this scourge.  A commitment he has reaffirmed yesterday as he was visiting the Kibati refugee camp 


